Program and Abstracts

Program
Thursday 2017-12-07
Block 1: “Geosophy in computational practice: Approaches and critique I”
9:00 – 10:30
10:30 – 10:45
10:45 – 12:15
12:15 – 13:15

Mark Gillings: Geosophical Information Systems and
Archaeological Research?
Coffee break
Oliver Nakoinz: Revealing and modelling geographical knowledge
of ancient societies
Lunch

Block 2: “Geosophy in computational practice: Approaches and critique II”
13:15 – 14:45
14:45 – 15:00
15:00 – 16:30
18:00

Eóin Parkinson: An intra site GIS of a Neolithic mortuary site in
Malta
Coffee break
Thomas Meier: Is there a materiality of space?
Dinner at Jack’s Kitchen

Friday 2017-12-08
Block 3: “Geosophy as viewed from a theoretical and modern perspective I”
9:00 – 10:30
10:30 – 10:45
10:45 – 12:15
12:15 – 13:15

Werner Kogge: Geosophy and Hermeneutics
Coffee break
Øyvind Eide: Traces of the land: how human movement and
communication links to the environment
Lunch

Block 4: “Geosophy as viewed from a theoretical and modern perspective II”
13:15 – 14:45
14:45 – 15:00
15:00 – 16:30
16:30

VPJ Arponen: Geosophy of Social Reality
Coffee break
Daniel Knitter & Wolfgang Hamer: Fuzzy Approaches to
Geosophy
Farewell
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Abstracts and contact information
VPJ Arponen: Geosophy of Social Reality
Typically models use proxies to represent the inevitably more complex realities upon
the dynamics of which the model seeks to throw light. The notion of geosophy
appears to imply that knowledge of geographical space and the distribution of things
in it is somehow crucial to a perceptive understanding of reality. My paper focuses
on the question of understanding and explaining social reality. I argue that while
our Cartesian, epistemic intellectual culture still fundamentally privileges the (nonmaterial, non-geographical) conceptual realm of shared concepts, perceptions, and the
like as key to understanding and explaining social reality, there are reasons to think
that shared epistemologies in turn reflect shared spheres of life (or lifeworlds) and thus
geographical location. I discuss this with the example of modern political populism
and distinguish two conceptions of what drives populism: populism as driven by mass
psychological phenomena from cultural angst to racism versus populism as driven by
a geographically (and culturally) specific form of the experience of (socio-economic)
decline.
Dr. V.P.J. Arponen
SFB 1266 Scales of Transformation
Graduate School “Human Development in Landscapes”
Christian-Albrechts-Universität
Leibnizstrasse 3
24118 Kiel, Germany
varponen@gshdl.uni-kiel.de

Øyvind Eide: Traces of the land: how human movement and
communication links to the environment
In the presentation I will outline how I understand geographical knowledge based on
evidence from different areas of research including anthropology, psychology, neuroscience, geography, and cartography. The scholarly evidence will be complemented
with my own experience in orienteering, map surveying, and wayfinding and on input
from reindeer herders, farmers, and hunters from the Sami and Norwegian populations
in Scandinavia. It will show how both spatial representations in the form of maps
and oral and written texts are important, but that an ecological understanding of
embodied movement is also necessary in order to understand the relationship between
humans and geography.
Prof. Dr. Øyvind Eide
Chair, European Association for Digital Humanities (EADH)
Digital Humanities — Historisch-Kulturwissenschaftliche Informationsverarbeitung
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Universität zu Köln
Albertus-Magnus-Platz
D-50931 Köln, Germany
oeide@uni-koeln.de

Mark Gillings: Geosophical Information Systems and Archaeological Research?
The aim of this presentation is to explore the value of Wright’s notion of Geosophy
(and especially his throw-away line about Cartographic Geosophy) in regards to
questions of epistemology, ontology and practical methodology. I intend to argue
that by combining Wright’s insight with themes drawn from recent research into
ontological alterity, relationality, affect and psychogeography, a different kind of
exploratory and interpretative framework can emerge. This is one that allows (and
encourages) archaeologists to map, and thus think about, traditionally vague and
slippery elements of human-landscape relations such as anticipation, apprehension
and liminality. Through a series of short case-studies involving prehistoric landscape
engagements it seeks to demonstrate the value of re-casting the acronym GIS in order
to place less emphasis on all things ‘Geographical’ and more on questions that are
profoundly Geosophical. This, it is hoped, will in turn open up entirely new fields of
study and investigation.
Dr. Mark Gillings
Reader in Archaeology
School of Archaeology & Ancient History,
University of Leicester, University Road, Leicester, LE1 7RH, UK
mg41@le.ac.uk

Wolfgang Hamer: Fuzzy Approaches to Geosophy
M.Sc. Wolfgang Hamer
CRC1266 – Scales of Transformation
Christian-Albrechts-Universität
Department of Geography
Physical Geography – Landscape Ecology and Geoinformation
Ludewig-Meyn-Str. 14
24118 Kiel, Germany
hamer@geographie.uni-kiel.de
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Daniel Knitter: Fuzzy Approaches to Geosophy
Dr. Daniel Knitter
CRC1266 – Scales of Transformation
Christian-Albrechts-Universität
Department of Geography
Physical Geography – Landscape Ecology and Geoinformation
Ludewig-Meyn-Str. 14
24118 Kiel, Germany
knitter@geographie.uni-kiel.de

Werner Kogge: Geosophy and Hermeneutics
PD Dr. Werner Kogge
Institute of Philosophy
Freie Universität Berlin
Habelschwerdter Allee 30
14195 Berlin, Germany
werner.kogge@fu-berlin.de

Thomas Meier: Is there a materiality of space?
Prof. Dr. Thomas Meier
Philosophische Fakultät
Institute for Pre- and Protohistory and Near Eastern archaeology
Universität Heidelberg
Sandgasse 7
69117 Heidelberg, Germany
thomas.meier@zaw.uni-heidelberg.de

Oliver Nakoinz: Revealing and modelling geographical knowledge of ancient societies
People behave in different spaces, e. g. in social or geographical spaces. This behaviour produces archaeological artefacts with a certain spatial distribution mapping
the spatial behaviour and tightly connected to the social behaviour. Two basic types
of models are mapping (=empirical models) or reproducing (theoretical models)
these spatial patterns and allow to reveal parts of the spatial knowledge. This
paper discusses three types of spatial knowledge and models associated with these
types. Topological knowledge focusses on the question of neighbourhood. Metrical
knowledge is concerned with distances and structural knowledge deals with more
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complex relationships. Different empirical and theoretical models such as least cost
path analysis, distance diagrams, cognitive maps and neighbourhood graphs allow
to gain different elements of the ancient corpus of spatial knowledge. Most of these
applications draw on the facts, that spatial and social knowledge are tightly connected
and that spatial information usually available in contrast to social information.
PD Dr. Oliver Nakoinz
Johanna-Mestorf Akademie / Institute for Pre- and Protohistory
Christian-Albrechts-Universität
Leibnizstraße 3
24118 Kiel, Germany
oliver.nakoinz@ufg.uni-kiel.de

Eóin Parkinson, University of Cambridge: An intra site GIS
of our a Neolithic mortuary site in Malta
Eoin Parkinson
Magdalene College
Department of Archaeology
University of Cambridge
Downing Street
Cambridge CB2 3DZ, United Kingdom
ewp24@cam.ac.uk
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Addresses
Zentrum für Geoinformation (ZfG)
Neufeldtstraße 10
Laurispark - Geb. 32 - ZfG
24118 Kiel
jack’s kitchen
Westring 399
24118 Kiel
Hotel City Kiel by Premiere Classe
Muhliusstrasse 95
24103 Kiel
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