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Dear workshop participant,
It is our great pleasure as speakers of the Collaborative Research Centre (CRC) 1266 “Scales of
Transformation: Human-Environmental Interaction in Prehistoric and Archaic Societies” to welcome you
in Kiel! Gender Transformations, the topic of this workshop, accompanies our discussions on societal and
environmental transformation when dealing e.g. with the material culture or settlement patterns in the past,
but also with the question of scientific actors and gendered bias in doing research.
At Kiel University, the exploration of past societies traditionally is concerned with the various spheres of
human development and its interplay with the environment, socio-economic setting, and technological
innovations, emphasising their strong interconnection. This concept is amongst others rooted in the
research of Prof. Dr. h. c. Johanna Mestorf (1828-1909), the first archaeologist at Kiel University, being one
of the first female professors in Germany. The Kiel University research focus “Societal, Environmental and
Cultural Change” with the central institution of the Johanna-Mestorf-Academy brings together expertise
from six faculties. In this core, the Graduate School “Human Development in Landscapes” has fostered
transdisciplinary collaboration since 2007, strengthening research on human-environment interaction in
archaeology. In 2016, the CRC 1266 “Scales of Transformations” arose from this multidisciplinary research
environment. It aims at gaining an understanding of the substantial transformation processes that took
place during a crucial period of European history, investigating the development from late Pleistocene
hunter-gatherers to early state societies from 15.000 to 1 BCE. The scientific expertise is provided by eight
institutions at Kiel University, the Centre of Baltic and Scandinavian Studies and the Archaeological State
Museum of Schleswig-Holstein, both in Schleswig.17 subprojects take different approaches to examine
transformation processes, taking into account spatial, temporal, environmental and social dimensions. The
research focuses on archaeological and palaeo-ecological archives, explored through different conceptual
and methodological approaches.
The policy of the CRC 1266 is to further young academics in their career. The CRC gender balance still
mirrors the general loss of female scientists when climbing the career ladder, but with 23% females among
the principal investigators, 53% female PostDocs and 58% female PostGraduates there is a good basis to
incorporate fresh perspectives fordoing and refining research based on different modes of socialisation.
Within the big research programme funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG), this workshop is
one measure to implement issues of gender equality in scientific practice. By gendering the archaeological
discussion on transformation processes within the framework of our CRC 1266, we want to assimilate and
stimulate the impulses of gender-sensitive research that are on the European and world-wide agenda. In
this sense, we wish you inspiring discussions at the International Women´s Day 2018 and beyond!
We are grateful to Dr. Julia Koch for the planning and organisation of the workshop. With her expertise in
gender archaeology and her long-lasting engagement with the German association FemArc e. V. and the
EAA-community Archaeology and Gender in Europe (AGE), she was able to bring together an impressive
group of archaeologists and scientists to discuss the gender transformations. We furthermore thank
Angelika Hoffmann, Katharina Fuchs and Carsten Reckweg for support in technical and communication
issues.

Dear colleagues,
After one year of workshop organisation it is a pleasure to finally welcome you at Kiel University!
Already 25 years ago a small group of female students of Prehistoric Archaeology held workshops on
gender archaeology here at Kiel University. By looking back –what difference to today! In those days we
were a closed all-female group, and many colleagues were sceptical about the rise and development
of gender discussions as a new topic in archaeology. And nowadays? Our workshop is an integral part
of a Collaborative Research Centre and well placed within an interdisciplinary research community.
By addressing an international audience, it promises three days of vivid discussions from different
perspectives, including diverse academic and cultural traditions.
These advances in gender sensitivity are displayed in the workshop themes and contributions, too.
The starting point of gender archaeology was the invisibility of women in the reconstructed past and
androcentric research topics. With the rise of questions about different social age and gender groups, from
children to old women, diversity infiltrated project designs and archaeological results. Even if the initial
points of criticism are still pertinent in some parts of the archaeological world, it becomes more and more
self-evident to consider the plurality of the members of past societies.
New research topics were and will be established in archaeological research, such as the history of
childcare, motherhood, division of labour or images of femininity and masculinity – and above all the
question of which role different gender and age groups played in past socio-cultural developments and what
can we learn from this for the present. On behalf of the CRC 1266 and gender archaeology, I am looking
forward to the papers and discussions over the next few days that certainly will give fresh impulses for even
more gendered perspectives on the past, connect scientific approaches, and provoke the development of
new questions. I am very glad that so many colleagues from different countries followed our call for papers.
Internationality and diversity is sorely needed to open new horizons in the academic world.
Enjoy your stay at Kiel University!

Wiebke Kirleis and Johannes Müller

Julia Katharina Koch

SPEAKERS OF THE CRC 1266, SCALES OF TRANSFORMATION AT KIEL UNIVERSITY

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AGENT OF THE CRC 1266, SCALES OF TRANSFORMATION AT KIEL UNIVERSITY
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Gender Transformations in Prehistoric and
Archaic Societies
Inside the network of components determining the social behaviour,
gender adopts more and more a dominant role in the societies from
late Pleistocene hunter-gatherers to early state societies. Therefore,
a strong interaction between gender identities, social diversity and
transformation processes can also be expected for prehistoric and
archaic times. With the workshop we want to provide a platform to
stimulate discussions on a) gender transformations in the past and
b) the effects of gender inequality on scientific discourses in our
research community.
The workshop is organized along three sessions addressing specific
issues of “GenderTransformations”.
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•

Gendering fieldwork
Research about the past is always influenced by the societal
frame in which it is carried out. Thus, the focus of this block is on
the gendered situation at fieldworks. Questions for discussions
are gender sensitive field methods, differences in the approach
and field equipment by female, male and queer researchers or
structural (in)equality at fieldwork.

•

Tracing GenderTransformations
Focus of this session is the influence of transformation processes
on gender relations and roles and also the active and passive impact of social groups on transformation processes. Topics might
be case studies about Neolithic transition, technological transfers
and metallurgy, urbanisation, migration and mobility, economic
change or social inequalities. Contributions address questions
such as: In how far is it possible to trace gender aspects in the
archaeological records? Which effect might gender roles and
identities have had on crucial developments of humankind, or vice
versa? What are the tools and methods to trace gender aspects
in the field of archaeological studies? How could social categories
in prehistoric and archaic societies like gender and age be uncovered for example in chronological studies, space or agent-based
modelling, past economic activities or bioarchaeological analysis?

•

Gendering and shaping environment
Based on the assumption that different social groups interact with
the environment in dissimilar ways, the discussion is running on
the gender relevance of environmental behaviour in prehistoric
and archaic societies. One focus is on questions of the division of
labour and, thus, on the formation of the environment in the past.
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Gender Transformations in Prehistoric and Archaic Societies: 08 – 10 March 2018
WEDNESDAY
16:00 – 18:00
19:00

TRACING GENDER TRANSFORMATIONS I

Welcome desk open

14:00

KEYNOTE Marie Louise Stig Sørensen, Cambridge
Where does gender transformation take place, and why?

14:40

Johanna Kranzbühler, Lich
Anthropology tells sex and archaeology tells gender? Insights from
physical anthropology

Icebreaker evening
Kieler Brauerei am Alten Markt, Alter Markt 9 (www.kieler-brauerei.de)

THURSDAY
8:00

Welcome desk open

15:00

Coffee break; poster session Sebastian Knura, Cologne

9:00

Welcome address
Prof. Dr. Wiebke Kirleis, CRC 1266
Dr. Iris Werner, equal opportunity commissioner of Kiel University

15:20

Olena Fedorchenko, Kiev
Upper Palaeolithic hunting societies in the region near the Black Sea: gender aspects

15:40
9:15

Introduction

Daniela Nordholz, Bremen
Changing gender-perception from Mesolithic to Middle Neolithic period

16:00

John Robb, Cambridge, and Oliver Harris, Leicester
What would Neolithic gender actually look like, and how would we know it
when we see it?

16:20

Nils Müller-Scheeßel, Kiel, Martin Furholt, Oslo, Ivan Cheben, Nitra, and Zuzana
Hukeľová, Bratislava
Construction and transformation of gender representations in the Early Neolithic of
Central Europe: Insights from new excavations in Vráble, Southwest Slovakia

16:40

Coffee break; poster session Clara Drummer, Kiel

GENDERING FIELDWORK
9:30

CHAIR: WIEBKE KIRLEIS, KIEL

KEYNOTE Jutta Stroszeck, Athens
Matters of Gender in a prominent DAI Excavation: The Athenian Kerameikos.
Fieldwork and gender in the Kerameikos Excavation

10:10

Jana Esther Fries, Oldenburg
Fieldwork is not the proper preserve of a Lady. Images of excavating Women from the
19th century to Instagram

10:30

Coffee break

11:00

Ana Cristina Martins, Lisboa
Women in the field: to be or not to be? Archaeology in Portugal between the 60s and
the 70s

11:20

Doris Gutsmiedl-Schümann, Berlin
Gendered and diversified fieldwork classes in Bachelor and Master study programs?
An examination of and a perspective on study programs of German Universities

11:40

Birte Ahrens, Kiel, and Christina Franken, Bonn
Personal report on archaeological fieldwork in Mongolia

12:00

Open Discussion Gendering Fieldwork

12:15
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CHAIR: HERMANN GORBAHN, KIEL

Lunch break

CHAIR: HELENE AGERSKOV ROSE, SCHLESWIG
17:10

Alexandra Anders, Budapest
Turning the invisible into the visible. Expressing gender in mortuary practices in
north-east Hungary in the fifth millennium BC

17:30

Jan Turek, Prague
Transformation of Copper Age Gender categories

17:50

Emma Usmanova, Karganda
Women and Children in Andronovo Society: Marker and Status based on archaeological
evidence from Lisakovsk burial site

20:00

Workshop Dinner
at the restaurant “Schöne Aussichten”, Düsternbrooker Weg 16, Kiel
http://www.schoene-aussichten-kiel.de/
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FRIDAY
9:00

GENDERING AND SHAPING ENVIRONMENT

Welcome desk open

TRACING GENDER TRANSFORMATIONS II

CHAIR: MARTIN HINZ, KIEL

CHAIRS: OLIVER NAKOINZ AND JULIA K. KOCH

16:00

Kick-off discussion: Gender and Environment

9:20

Natalie Berseneva, Chelyabinsk
Male gender identity throughout the Ural Bronze Age: on the way down?

17:00

Ana M. Vale, Porto
The construction of space and gender in archaeology

09:40

Caroline Tremeaud, Lyon
Tracing gender in funerary data: case study of elite's graves in north alpine complex
(Late Bronze Age-La Tène)

19:00

come together at the restaurant TraumGmbH, Grasweg 19 (www.traumgmbh.de)

10:00

Ilona Venderbos, Amsterdam
From domestic to social standings? Transformations in gender identities
in Early Iron Age Latium Vetus (Italy)

SATURDAY
9:00

Welcome desk open

CHAIR: CHIARA MATARESE, KIEL
10:20

Coffee break; poster session Reena Perschke, Berlin

11:00

Christian Heitz, Innsbruck
Time-related Genders and Chancing social roles. A case study from archaic southern Italy

11:20

Maria Ochir-Goryaeva, Kazan
Gender in family, tribal and social hierarchy of Scythians

11:40

Katharina Rebay-Salisbury, Vienna
Tracing transformations of mother-child relations

12:00

Lunch break

CHAIR: SONJA FILATOVA, KIEL
14:00

Nataliia Mykhailova, Kiev
“Shaman” burials in Prehistoric Europe: gendered images?

14:20

Andy Reymann, Frankfurt a. M.
Part time females and full time specialists? Identifying gender roles in ritual behaviour
and archaeological remains

14:40
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Reena Perschke, Berlin
Anthropomorphic motifs on statue-menhirs, menhir-stelae and orthostats: male, female
or beyond gender?

15:00

Virginie Defente, Rennes
Art and Gender. The case study of enamelling in continental Europe (IVth-IInd cent. BC)

15:20

Open Discussion Tracing gender transformations

15:40

Coffee break

9:20

Aysel Arslan, Istanbul
Shaping Clay, Transmission of Knowledge: Division of Labour in the 7th and 6th
Millennia in Western Anatolia

09:40

Rouhollah Yousefi Zoshk/Saeed Baghizadeh/Sanaz Zarghami, Pishva
The Gender Division of Labour during the Proto Elamite Period in late 4th millennium Iran

10:00

Wiebke Kirleis, Kiel
Labour organisation between foraging and farming

10:20

Coffee break

10:50

Anne Augereau, Pantin
Change and continuity: gender and flint knapping activities during the Neolithic of the
Paris basin

11:10

Beata Kaczmarek, Poznan
Children in the Mycenaean workshop. Linear B writing versus grave goods

11:30

Open Discussion Gendering and shaping environment
Final Discussion

EXCURSION: MOVEMENT AND OPEN AIR
13:30

Departure by bus
Destination: Stone Age Park Albersdorf and Café Kanal 33, Schafstedt
www.steinzeitpark-albersdorf.de • www.kanal33.de

19:30

Arrival in Kiel
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ABSTRACTS

Ana Cristina Martins

KEYNOTE: Jutta Stroszeck

Women in the field: to be or not to be? Archaeology in Portugal between the 1960s and the 1970s

THU
Gendering Fieldwork

09:30

Matters of Gender in the history of the Kerameikos excavation cannot be seen and understood without the overall background of the development of archaeological research in
Greece.
Archaeological fieldwork in Greece was formed during the 19th century, and it was coined
by great men: Ernst Curtius excavated at Olympia, Heinrich Schliemann at Troy, Mycene
and Orchomenos, Wilhelm Dörpfeld at Olympia, and later Carl Blegen at Pylos and Troy or
Humfry Payne at Perachora, just to name a few of the more prominent excavators.
In the Kerameikos excavation, the famous Greek archaeologists Athanasios Rhousopoulos
and Stefanos A. Koumanoudis were protagonists before the excavation was handed over to
the German Archaeological Institute (GAI) in Athens, where Alfred Brueckner became the
first archaeologist working for the GAI there from 1914.
Archaeology in the 19th century was an Elite business as it was investigating elite sites.
This is clearly shown by the interest of Empress Elisabeth (“Sissi”) of Austria for the
mythology and archaeology of Kerkyra or the funding of the Olympia Excavations by the
German Emperor. At this point, women were rarely represented in both German and Greek
(and international) archaeology, despite the fact that there was a wide female interest on
archaeological matters in Greece ever since 1834 Bettina von Savigny, married Schina, the
daughter of Friedrich Carl von Savigny, wrote vivid letters from Greece about the Mycenian
palace of Tiryns. During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Kerameikos became
a spot of interest attracting also female celebrities like Virginia Woolf. Yet, until after the
Second World war, almost no women worked for the GAI in Athens.
This has changed rapidly since. Today, not only the second female in a row is field director at the Kerameikos site, but also the Institute is directed by a woman since 2014. The
talk will present an insight into the structures and reactions that led to this change, it will
address questions of gendered archaeological approach and it also will look at society and
archaeology taking the Kerameikos site as a case study.

Jana E. Fries
Lower Saxony State Office of Heritage Management, Oldenburg, Germany

Fieldwork is not the proper Preserve of a Lady. Images of excavating Women from the 19th
Century to Instagram
THU
Gendering Fieldwork

10:10
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Like many academic professions archaeology is still considered as a predominantly male
activity in popular perception, especially concerning fieldwork. This is also the area of
archaeology which was restricted for women for the longest time. While they were accepted at universities and museums earlier, it was still believed that “ladies” are not suited for
excavations.
Even until today women are not as common at excavations and survey as in the other fields
of archaeology, especially directing excavations. The popular image of an archaeologist as a
bold adventurer or a stubborn scientist who withstands all hardships is especially fitting. In
my paper I will show how popular images of fieldwork are created by media and science and
how they in turn influence the serf-perception and professional situation of archaeologists.

THU
11:00

Gendering Fieldwork

Matters of Gender in a prominent DAI Excavation: The Athenian Kerameikos. Fieldwork and
Gender in the Kerameikos Excavation

Between the end of the 1960s and 1974, Portugal lived a sort of political ‘spring’ (‘Primavera Marcelista’) after the illness and dead of the dictatorship António de O. Salazar. It was a
time for hope and adventure, individual and collective, as new ideologies, new theoretical
frameworks and new ways of working began to be introduced in the country since the end
of the 1950s, mainly thanks to a new generation of intellectuals who went abroad studying
at some of the most important western European and American universities.
Archaeology was no exception, opening the way to international collaboration, in order to
update theories, methodologies and methods. A new era for this science in the country only
possible due to the commitment of the ‘transition generation’ of archaeologists of bridging new ways of thinking the past, of doing fieldwork and of analysing the excavated data.
Besides, the intellectual elites followed the new foreigner theoretical frameworks and were
eager for applying them in their everyday life.
Even so, the society remained strongly conservative in its all, especially concerning women.
Common to other totalitarian regimes, this specificity may explain why the Second Wave
Feminism didn’t have much impact in Portugal. Despite this, we observe a growing number of young women studying archaeology, doing fieldwork, travelling abroad in order to
update knowledge, and collaborating with foreigner colleagues.
Who were these women? What were their backgrounds (social, economic, etc.)? Which web
knowledge they integrated? What were their research strategies? Did they different from
their male colleagues? If so why?
These are some of the questions to which we intend to answer. In addition, we aim to
understand the methods and dynamics of the fieldwork during those times (c. 10 years),
identifying eventual differences in the approach, field equipment, field work and field geo
graphies. Moreover, we intend to comprehend the reasons for these differences, through
their contextualization and interview of some protagonists.

Doris Gutsmiedl-Schümann
Institute of Prehistoric Archaeology, Freie Universität Berlin, Germany

Gendered and diversified fieldwork classes in Bachelor and Master study programs?
An examination of and a perspective on study programs of German Universities
THU
11:20

Gendering Fieldwork

German Archaeological Institute, Athens, Greece

Institute of Contemporary History, University NOVA de Lisboa, Portugal

As the call for papers states, “research about the past is always influenced by the societal
frame in which it is carried out”. Therefore, research and fieldwork are not only related and
connected to each other, but also to the individual backgrounds of the people involved. But
before researchers become researcher and start to do research, they have to successfully
complete study programs – in archaeology at least at Bachelor level and mostly also on
Master level. Usually, fieldwork training is also included in these study programs, and the
future researchers are also usually going to fieldwork the first times during their study time.
Therefore, questions on gender and/or diversity sensitive field methods or on structural (in)
equality at fieldwork should be also discussed in the context of archaeological study programs.
With this paper, I would like to present some results on a recent research on gender and diversity in study programs of prehistoric archaeology at German universities. A special focus
of this paper will be the question, in which semester the fieldwork classes are included in
the study program, and how much fieldwork is required to complete the study program. This
11
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Graduate School Human Development in Landscapes, Christian-Albrechts-University, Kiel, Germany
2
German Archaeological Institute Bonn, Germany
1

Personal report on archaeological fieldwork in Mongolia
THU
Gendering Fieldwork

11:40

As part of our talk, we would like to report on our personal experience in archaeological
field work, but also to explain the situation of women within society, science and especially
in the archaeological disciplines in Mongolia.
The socialist past of the country is also reflected in the equal rights and emancipation of
women, which perform comparatively well in the areas of education and health in international comparison. Although women are therefore very well educated and, above all, very
successful in business and actively participate in shaping all areas of social life, society is
fundamentally patriarchal in character, and men in leadership positions and politics continue
to dominate. In higher education, however, more than half of the employees are women.
However, this positive development does not seem to apply to the field of archaeology.
Particularly in the context of field research, a contrary trend has been observed in recent
years. Our personal report on archaeological fieldwork in Mongolia will reflect not only
these social conditions, but also our personal impressions, which could be gathered over
the course of many years in the context of excavations and surveys.

KEYNOTE: Marie Louise Stig Sørensen
Department of Archaeology, University Cambridge, United Kingdom

Where does gender transformation take place, and why?
THU
Tracing Gender Transformations

14:00
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The assumption that we can talk about, or even analyse, gender transformation is preconditioned on two agreements: that gender exists and that it can be assigned to something
that is not static. In this paper I shall consider both ‘agreements’ and their potential significant for archaeological thinking. I shall use the European Bronze Age as my lens for
reflection.
I shall first return to the notion of gender focussing on the potential tension between understanding gender as ideological expressions (social contracts, performative, citational)
and as an experiential quality of individual lives. This tension allocates notions of change
and instability differently between the social and individuals. Focus on the former tends
to argue about society’s tendency to understand gender in a manner that presents it as
permanent and stable, as normative conventions; and how in turn these can be changed
at a societal scale. In contrast the latter, the individual gender, is constantly in the process
of becoming and transforming. In this tension we find our two basic aspects of gender
transformation. One is the potential for societal shifts in terms of ontologies or even mundane aspect of social organisation, such as labour divisions. With reference to this aspect
of gender it is possible to question what causes change and transformation, and whether
some factors are universally found to affect gender whereas others are culturally specific.
With regard to the individual, the transformation is tied up with the individual life cycle that
is shaped around changes in bodies, their capacities, and where discussions often become

Johanna Kranzbühler

skelettanalysen, Lich, Germany

Anthropology tells sex and archaeology tells gender? Insights from physical anthropology
THU
14:40

Tracing Gender Transformations

Birte Ahrens and Christina Franken
1

engaged with questions about how gender is experienced, how it can be gained or lost. My
concern will be how these two forms of transformation may be both recognised and reconciled when analysing past societies.

Sex estimation in anthropology is one of the most important data that are collected when
skeletons are examined, as it allows conclusions about the demographic composition of
a living past population, about the death rate and the life expectancy of different sexes
(among other population groups), but also about funerary customs like occupation patterns
in graveyards or, last but not least, a sex differing providing of grave goods.
It is here, where archaeological “gender estimation” takes (or should take) place: in the
overlapping area between anthropological and archaeological data collection, as for seve
ral reasons, a discussion about gender in past societies is obsolete without knowledge of
the persons’ biology.
Doing so, anthropology is usually considered to deliver the biological sex of the deceased
person as a hard fact, while archaeology brings in the more flexible, interpretative cultural
aspect, the social role of the individual buried.
This talk gives a quick overview about the possibilities and limitations of anthropological
sex determination and asks if anthropology really provides the “naked truth” and “hard
facts” of a person’s biology.

Olena Fedorchenko

National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, Kyiv, Ukraine

Upper Palaeolithic hunting societies in the region near the Black Sea: gender aspects
THU
15:20

Tracing Gender Transformations

will also be examined with perspective to the study programs “self-marketing”: How do the
programs present themselves to future students, and which role plays fieldwork here?
Coming from these results, I would also like to discuss, which role fieldwork effectively plays
in the study programs and in the individual development of a professional identity as archaeologists by the students. I would also like to discuss, how study programs in general and
fieldwork courses in particular can be designed in a gender and diversity sensitive way.

Our current understanding of foraging hunters’ lifeway is based upon issues dominated
by subsistence settlement strategies, mobility, and general models of social organization.
Unfortunately, the questions about gender roles and identity were out of research scope
during the long period.
In the late 19th century, evolutionary approaches were applied to the reconstruction of
ancient subsistence systems. In the first half of the 20th century, a trend toward cultural historical approaches in archaeology brought a new vision of these issues with concepts of diffusionism, migration and cultural interactions. In the last part of the 20th century there was
a rapid shift in the study of hunter-gatherer lifeways to more functionalist approaches such
as existed in processual archaeology and the subsequent emergence of human behavioural
ecology in the mid-1970s. The modern research period is characterized by the “fusion” of
such theoretical approaches and methods as optimal foraging theory, theories from landscape archaeology, and initial efforts to implement network analysis. Ethnographic and
ethnohistoric information provide us with many reasons for thinking that particular hunter-
gatherer settlement patterns are strongly influenced by different kinship frameworks.
Applying of gender approach could be the possible alternative way of research these kinship frameworks as well as settlement patterns. Current research is dedicated to the evolution of gender systems in the Upper Palaeolithic society in the region near the Black Sea.
The idea of connection between gender systems and settlement patterns was discussed
and tested on the Paleo-Indian materials by M. Kornfeld and J. Francis (1991).
Despite great differences in space and time, there are compelling analogies for the hunting
and settlement strategies that existed in the Ukrainian Upper Palaeolithic among the Pa13

Nils Müller-Scheeßel1, Martin Furholt2, Ivan Cheben3 and Zuzana Hukeľová4
CRC 1266, Christian-Albrechts-University, Kiel, Germany
Institute of Pre- and Protohistory, Christian-Albrechts-University, Kiel, Germany
3
Institute of Archaeology, Slovak Academy of Science, Nitra, Slovak Republic
4
Independent researcher, Bratislava, Slovak Republic
1
2

Construction and transformation of gender representations in the Early Neolithic of Central
Europe: Insights from new excavations in Vráble, Southwest Slovakia
THU
16:20

Tracing Gender Transformations

leoindian societies of the Plains region of North America. For instance, there are Paleoindian campsites and killsites in Canada and the United States with complex internal structure
or bonebeds, among them Murray Springs, Jake’s Bluff, Mill Iron, Lindenmeier, Agate Basin,
Casper, Goshen (Plainview), Hell Gap, Carter/Kerr–McGee, Fletcher, Horner, Olsen–Chubbuck, Charlie Lake Cave, Heron-Eden, and Niska.
There have been a number of attempts to distinguish different types of archaeological sites
during a long research history concerning Upper Palaeolithic bison hunters in the Ukraine.
Nevertheless, this problem is still being approached more intuitively than analytically.
More complicated questions have been posed for settlement patterns in primeval foraging societies of the steppe zone of Eastern Europe. O. Krotova (1994) applied L. Binford’s
hypothetical models of hunter-gatherer mobility (with logistical vs. residential tendencies)
to the Upper Palaeolithic data and discovered an evolution of settlement strategies.
This evolution of settlement strategies can also indicate development of gender systems
during the Upper Palaeolithic period. At least, there were three main periods in the evolution of gender systems.
Literature:
Kornfeld, Marcel/Francis, Julie, Preliminary Historical Outline of Northwestern High Plains
Gender System. In: Dale Walde/Noreen D. Willows (eds), The Archaeology of Gender. Proceedings of the 22nd Annual Conference of the Archaeological Association of the University
of Calgary (Calgary 1991) 444–451.
Кротова, О. О., Виробництво та суспільні відносини населення Північного Причорномор'я
в добу пізнього палеоліту. Археологія1, 1994, 19–31.
Daniela Nordholz
ArchaeNord, Bremen, Germany

Changing gender-perception from Mesolithic to Middle Neolithic period

Tracing Gender
Transformations

15:40

In researching the past conclusions are carefully articulated with the awareness that they
are only transitional. Yet concerning gender identity and gender relations seemingly all
caution is thrown to the wind in concluding that what is has always been thus. Despite
progress anywhere else, there still seems to be a persistence towards the ideals of “man
the hunter” and “woman the gatherer”, who is left behind with a gaggle of children to cope
with all and sundry until the men return victorious (?) from their big game hunt. And later
sedentary people created a domestic sphere for the women while leaving men to do everything but domestic chores.
But did they? A sample of Mesolithic (seven), LBK (14) and Middle Neolithic (four) cemeteries
will be compared concerning gender identities and gender relations through quantity and
quality of grave goods and – where available – through paleopathology and changes thereof.

John Robb1 and Oliver Harris2
1
2

Department of Archaeology, University Cambridge, United Kingdom
Archaeology and Ancient History, University Leicester, United Kingdom

What would Neolithic gender actually look like, and how would we know it when we see it?
THU
Tracing Gender
Transformations

16:00

14

The idea would be to assume that Neolithic gender might have taken qualitatively different
forms than Bronze Age and later gender (including modern) and to develop some theoretical models for it and ask how they would result in different forms of material patterning archaeologists could use to interpret their evidence. Our argument in our recent paper is that
Neolithic gender took a different form than modern gender, but we mostly have a negative
argument (e.g. it doesn't look like later gender) rather than taking a positive argument
(telling what it was like) and this is something that has important implications for what we
identify as evidence of gender.

Alexandra Anders
Institute of Archaeological Sciences, Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, Hungary

Turning the invisible into the visible. Expressing gender in mortuary practices in north-east
Hungary in the fifth millennium BC
THU
17:10

Tracing Gender Transformations

THU

As was recently observed by J. Robb and O. Harris (2017), it is only for the Linearbandkeramik (LBK) that we think that we can say something substantial about European Early Neolithic gender aspects. This is not the least due to a relatively high number of burial grounds of
this period known especially from Central Europe. Nonetheless, it can be no doubt that these
formal cemeteries are only the peak of the iceberg, and that many LBK dead must have been
treated differently. Thus, it remains the question if the information yielded only from those
burials can be considered as representative for the whole population. In particular, several
instances of mass graves (e.g., Herxheim, Talheim, Asparn) have been related to fundamental changes in and eventual break-up of LBK networks at the end of the Early Neolithic.
New excavations in Vráble (Southwest Slovakia) have uncovered a high number of human
skeletons of the Early Neolithic (LBK) in a region where hitherto virtually no larger burial
agglomerations of the later LBK have been found. The meticulous excavation of the skeletons suggests complex burial customs which involved a close and long-term engagement
with the dead in both seemingly formal and informal burials. Females, males and children
underwent different treatments which seems linked to their social roles in terms of gender
and age. The find situation is compared to other regions in Central Europe to gain insights
into gender-specific treatments and the transformation in the construction of masculinity and
femininity during the Early Neolithic.

Gender differences are less visible in the archaeological record of the Middle Neolithic (later
sixth millennium BC) in the eastern half of the Carpathian Basin. We tend to find mostly
women or non-gendered human beings in the period’s iconography, while men appear more
rarely among figurines, face pots and the moulded figures applied to vessels. Gender does
not appear to have played a role in burial rites, even though the examination of human
skeletal remains has revealed differences between the sexes: for example, considerable
variations can be seen in the diet, lifeways and workloads of men and women as reflected
in the bioarchaeological data. In contrast, there is a striking display of gender differences in
the mortuary practices of the Late Neolithic (earlier fifth millennium BC) in some sites of the
great Hungarian Plain. Women were laid on their left side, while men on their right side in
the burials. Some grave goods were only accorded to women; others are exclusive to male
burials. Male and female costume differed substantially, at least judging from the articles
deposited in burials. This differentiation is so strong that it can also be noted in child burials.
In my presentation, I explore the possible reasons of why the expression and display of
differences between the sexes in the mortuary realm became so important in the earlier fifth
millennium BC. What underlying social changes can we discern? Do the changes in display
also imply changes in gender roles? What was the role of children in this process? Was this
an isolated or general phenomenon, compared to Western Europe and the Balkans? Can we
apply the “contextual gender” model for the Neolithic recently proposed by John Robb and
Oliver J. T. Harris? The project is financed from the NRDI Fund (K124326).
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••
••
••
••
••
••

body is positioned on the left or the right sides, and varying orientation,
often disturbed graves,
graves have wooden and stone construction,
the burial is located at the centre of the tumulus,
pottery of varying amount and size,
jewellery are beads, different types of bracelet, gold and bronze earrings, finger
rings,shells, headsets, head dressing, face pendants,
•• funeral equipment includes tools of labour and knives.

Institute of Archaeology, Czech Academy of Sciences, Prague, Czech Republic

Transformation of Copper Age Gender Categories
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Our perception of past gender categories is still very much based on the analysis of gendered artefacts occurring in funerary context. When we employ the biological data, we
may perhaps find much more complex picture of gender relations and symbolism. The DNA
analysis of 53 child burials from the Bell Beaker cemetery at Hoštice I produced data on 21
sexed individuals. Out of 14 burials with male gender attributes were twelve individuals
biologically male and two determined as women. Cases of girls that were brought up as
boys probably existed in 3rd Millennium BC burial customs. Out of seven children buried
in the female position only one was actually biological female (juvenile 15–20 years) and
six males (2 juvenile 15–19/20 years). That means four boys (aged 3–4, 7, 8–12, 15) were
in fact buried as women. Such result is in line with known demographic unbalance within
Beaker cemeteries in Bohemia and South Germany. Most young girls were not buried at the
communal cemetery and considerable number of boys were buried in the female fashion.
This is rather high number of cases when the masculine attributes were downplayed in the
burial customs and it is hard to interpret whether they were boys supposed to be brought
up as women or they had yet no right to act as men, unlike some other sub-adult boys,
perhaps members of families with ascribed hereditary warrior status. It almost seems
that some young boys were socially considered to be girls, perhaps until ceremonial rite of
passage, social initiation of some kind.
Such observation should not be that surprising when compared to the position of very
young boys in some traditional societies. Before rite of passage ritual in certain age boys
were treated as no gender child individuals or as girls.

Emma Usmanova
Saryarka Archaeological Institute, Buketov Karaganda State University, Kraganda, Kazakhstan

Women and Children in Andronovo Society: Marker and Status based on archaeological Evidence
from Lisakovsk Burial Site
THU
Tracing Gender Transformations
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The Andronovo burial site at Lisakovsk has been under study for 30 years (Qustanay
region, Kazakhstan). The Complex Lisakovsk 1 consists four burial sites and a settlement,
located on the right bank of Tobol River. The Andronovo cultural community is considered
to be a family of cultures: Petrovka, Alakul, Fedorovo. Total 71 Alakul burials, 78 Fedorovo and 15 mixed sites have been excavated at Lisakovsk 1. The period of existence of the
Alakul’-Fedorovo phenomenon in the Lisakovsk area is dated back to 1780–1660 cal. B.C.
According to a preliminary definition 26 burials of Alakul culture belong to adult female, 24
burials to children. Alakul children burials are marked as follow:
•• inhumation burial,
•• body is positioned on the left side and orientated to the west,
•• undisturbed tombs,
•• graves are without wooden and stone construction,
•• burial is situated in a kurgan’s ditch or separately or on a tumulus’s periphery,
•• small amount of pottery and covered in some places,
•• jewellery include beads, bracelet without endings, wire earrings, shells (for girls), game
bone (for boys),
•• funeral equipment does not contain tools of labour and weaponry.
Alakul female burials have following markers:
•• Inhumation burial and in some cases cremation,

16

Three children groups are distinguished:
1. infancy, the first period of childhood,
2. the first period of childhood (3–10 years), and
3. the last period of childhood, subadult (10–14 years), which has features of the funeral
rite and equipment is approaching the class of adults.
Perhaps socialisation of children and their inclusion among the adults of Andronovo society
takes place at the last period of childhood. This fact is well substantiated by the hairdressing apparent in girls of 11–12 years
Natalie Berseneva
Institute of History and Archaeology of RAS, South-Ural State University, Chelyabinsk, Russian Federation

Male Gender Identity throughout the Ural Bronze Age: on the Way down?
FRI
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This study concerns the Sintashta, Petrovka and Alakul’ cultural groups. They are currently
dated from the 21 to the 15 centuries cal BC and the sites are located in the steppe part of
the Southern Urals (Russia). It is established now that the Sintashta-Petrovka-Alakul’ continuum constitutes a sequence of kindred cultures. So, the burial data affords the opportunity to investigate and reconstruct the transformation of the gender stereotypes as reflected in the mortuary ritual based on the materials of these kindred cultural groups who lived
in the southern Trans-Ural area at the end of the Middle and into the Late Bronze Age. It is
also possible to explore the dynamics of change apparent in the burial rituals of different
genders in these societies.
Reflection of male gender identity in the burials changed dramatically from the Sintashta period to the Alakul’ one. Sintashta male burials were accompanied by a great deal of
grave goods, including weaponry, tools, chariot attributes and objects related to metallurgy, and abundance of domestic animal sacrifices. In the Petrovka period, male grave goods
reduced to weaponry and chariot complex attributes. Alakul’ male burials were presumably
deprived of grave goods except for pottery.
This paper has two purposes. The first – to investigate the Sintashta, Petrovka and Alakul’
male burials in dynamics of the transformation. The second – to define the possible reasons of the gradual disappearance of gender markers from male burials during the Late
Bronze Age.

Caroline Tremeaud
UMR 8215 Trajectoires, Lyon, France

Tracing gender in funerary data: case study of elite's graves in north alpine complex (Late Bronze
Age – La Tène)
FRI

09:40

Based on the data analysis of elite’s grave in north alpine complex, this talk has a twofold
purpose. On the one hand, it will present methodological tools to define the archaeological
gender for funerary data, a basis for developing gender approach and issues.
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Time-related genders and chancing social roles. A case study from archaic southern Italy
FRI
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This first point will be a theoretical presentation of the different dimensions of gender,
which is a required basis in order to establish a methodological tool, the definition of an
archaeological gender. This method, using statistical analysis, has been tested and implemented notably on elite's graves in north alpine complex.
On the other hand, this presentation aims to presents results in terms of transformation
processes on gender relations and to raise questions and to suggest theoretical interpretations. Using the gender analysis of elite's graves (from Late Bronze Age to La Tène B, in the
north alpine complex, i.e. north-east France, south of Germany, Switzerland, Austria, and
Bohemia), the analysis shows interesting results. Indeed, this large framework, and based
on a data set of more than 800 graves, allows a long-term approach in order to detect
trends and gender differences in funerary practices.
The results show notably changes and allow questioning gender, not only in its archaeological definition but as a system of domination and differentiation. Indeed, funerary data
highlights the reality of “Great Women” and the cross analysis shows an engendered evolution of the elite. This evolution is linked with supremacy of females in wealth possession,
which raises the question of the significance of this female wealth. The results show also
a regional diversity, which question the durability of gender structures, their origin and
their implications. Thus, this presentation aims to try question gender structures and their
variation in order to propose and test hypotheses and interpretations.

Maria Ochir-Goryaeva
Chalikov Institute of Archaeology AS RT, Kalmyk Research Center RAS, Kazan, Russian Federation

Gender in family, tribal and social hierarchy of Scythians
FRI
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From domestic to social standings? Transformations in gender identities in Early Iron Age Latium
Vetus (Italy)
FRI
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This paper presents part of the research which the author conducts in the context of a PhD
dissertation, the aim of which is to investigate the relation between redefinitions of gender
identities and the profound socio-political, economic, cultural and ideological transformations from roughly the 10th to the early 6th century BC in central Italy. Since burials are
the principle source of information on identity in this phase, funerary archaeology is the
discipline to study this question.
Focus of this paper is particularly on shifts in gender identities during the earliest phases
of the Early Iron Age (roughly the later 10th and 9th century BC), i.e. the initial stages of
the profound societal transformations attested. The region Latium Vetus, an area roughly
corresponding with modern-day southern Lazio (near Rome), serves as a case-study to
address this subject. It is generally assumed that Latial burials in this period expressed
individual social roles according to age, gender, and position in the household or extended family. This implies that gender identities were also largely related to social role and
position in the family. Gender identities have generally been regarded as relatively stable
throughout this period. However, substantial changes in the composition of grave good assemblages can be observed for both men and women. In this paper, it is argued that these
changes in grave good assemblages could be related to large shifts in gender identities.
Furthermore, the question is addressed whether and how these shifts were connected to
the wider societal transformations starting in the earliest phases of the Early Iron Age.

Tracing Gender Transformations
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Ilona Venderbos

The paper wants to explore the development of gender roles in Archaic indigenous southern Italy. Based on the analysis of burial evidence, the content and meaning of age- and
gender-related tasks and social relations will be outlined. Furthermore, the study aims to
detect and explore possible changes of these conceptions taking place in the course of just
two centuries (7th to 5th century BCE). Especially focusing on the role of women, it will be
discussed if and to what extent the postulated changes might be due to the contact to or
the impact of not only intra-social developments but also to new inter-cultural settings,
namely the establishment of and interaction with “colonial” settlements of eastern Mediterranean newcomers.

The Scythians, a nomadic people of ancient Europe, were first described by Herodotus in
his History. When excavated by archaeologists, the Scythian kurgans (burial mounds) in the
steppes of the Northern Black Sea Coast (Rolle 1979; Rolle et al. 1998) revealed thousands
of gold artefacts (Artamonov 1970; Rolle 1991; Reeder 1999). In contrast to studies of the
Scythian funeral rite that mostly compare kurgans between each other, this paper examines graves within one and the same mound, focusing on their planigraphy. This analysis
shows that the geographical orientation, the depth and arrangement of burials in one the
same mound reflects the family and clan hierarchy of the society where everybody’s place
was defined first of all by consanguinity, social status, age and gender.
The three parameters of relevance as indicators of prestige are i) horse graves, accompanying burials; ii) the type of burials (central or non-central); and iii) their depth. Accompanying horse graves were characteristic of male burials, with 4.25 animals per each on
average, and respectively 0.25 per each for female burials. This is, then, a clear indicator of
the distinction made by the Scythian society between male and female burials in terms of
their social status.
There is also quite a significant difference in the proportion of central and non-central
(side) graves in terms of gender: the former are characteristically male; only 8.6 percent
of their total number were non-central while female were predominantly side burials (54.5
percent of their total number). Besides, male graves on average were 7.69 m deep and
female ones were 5.5 m deep. Whether central or non-central, female burials were always
associated with male ones (Ilyinskaya/Terenozhkin 1983, 124); and in their case no additional earthwork or funeral feasts were registered either (Mozolevsky 1979, 148–172).
Apparently, the social status of women in the Scythian society was lower than that of men;
with female burials accompanying those of their elders, this indicates their dependence on
the status of their husbands or fathers.
The conclusion of a subservient position of the woman in the Scythian society cannot be
recognized as final in view of some contradictory data which concerns a number of burials
containing females. These were similar to prestigious males’ kurgans in every aspect: they
were central or were accompanied by horses’ graves or were situated on the same meridian line as the central tombs of the burial structure; and they were even disturbed in the
same manner by the performers of the post-burial rituals. Most characteristic of the type
is the female burial of the Melitopol´ kurgan, which was aligned with that of a male; it had
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Tracing transformations of mother-child relations
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Research within the ERC-funded project ‘The value of mothers to society: responses to
motherhood and child rearing practices in prehistoric Europe’ aims to deliver a diachronic picture of how motherhood developed during the last three millennia BC. Motherhood
includes a range of cultural choices and practices in addition to the biological framework of
sexual reproduction, which are subject to change. Between the late Neolithic and the late
Iron Age (c. 3000–15 BC), the social foundations of Europe were forged and gender relations
and social stratification developed over the longue durée; they are at the same time locally
and culturally specific and unfold as broad, prehistorical phenomena. This presentation will
relate the historical trajectory of motherhood in Central Europe in the context of other social
developments, and describe how the social status of mothers changed over time.

Nataliia Mykhailova
Institute of Archaeology, National Ukrainian Academy of Sciences, Kyiv, Ukraine

“Shaman” burials in Prehistoric Europe: gendered Images?
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periods. This research focuses on burials exhibiting attributes associated with cervides
(including deer antlers, deer skulls, various deer bones, and elk-headed staffs). These
burial complexes are located in Teviec and Hoedic in Bretagne, Vedbæck, Gøngehusvej,
Skatehom and Mollegabet in Scandinavia, Bad Dürrenberg in Saxonia-Anhalt, Arena Candida in Italy, Lepenski Vir, Vlasac, Padina, Haiducka Vodenica in the lower Danube, Olenii
Ostrov in Northern Russia, and Zvejnieki in Latvia. I employ ethnographic materials relating
to the study of Siberian shamanism to help understand the semantic metaphors, implied by
these burials, having signs of the deer. These zoomorphic features might have related to
the existence of a virtual connection of the buried persons with a Deer-like Patron (Animal
Mistress of Master). These persons might also have been classified as ritual adepts, also
known as shamans. The burials, that have cervidae (deer and elk) elements associated
with them, include men, women and children. In many cases the graves of females have
the same inventory, as males, sometimes, however, the grave offerings can be far more
extensive. Nonetheless, the graves of the adult women, accompanied by children, have a
more abundant array of grave offerings (Bad Dürrenberg, Gøngehusvej, Vedbæck). According to the Siberian ethnographic data, women can be shamans as well, as men. Also, there
was tradition of transvestism (to spirit and androgynous people) among Siberian shamans.
We might assume, from the existing evidence, that such burials might have been ritualist
shamans and did include both men and women.

Andy Reymann
Institute of Archaeological Sciences, Johann Wolfgang Goethe-University, Frankfurt a. M., Germany

Part time females and full time specialists? Identifying gender roles in ritual behaviour and
archaeological remains
FRI
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additional earthwork of a large scale and revealed the traces of post-burial ritual disturbance. Then, kurgan 13 at the village of L´vovo, for example, contained two female burials
– primary and secondary – that were located on the same meridian line. In smaller mounds
such primary female graves seem to be quite infrequent. How can one justify the treatment
of particular females on equal terms with males in the Scythian society?
Notably, in traditional nomadic cultures, especially those which were not influenced by
Muslim religious ideas, it had been accepted since the heathen period of their history that
women were recognized as equal to men upon reaching a particular stage in their life cycle. Thus the woman was believed to have three ages, with appropriate traditional clothing
she had to wear to indicate these: first as a girl in her parents’ family, then as a married
woman in her husband’s family, and finally as the mother of her own family or clan. For
example, after her children married and she had her grandchildren the Kalmyk woman
acquired the status of an elder in her family with due respect associated with her role, as
well as the rights equal to those of the elderly men. This was her position within her nuclear and extended family. In my opinion, this kind of gender transformation might be helpful
in interpreting the practice of the Scythian society that made exceptions to their noble and
common females in similar cases.
Literature:
Artamonov, Мichail, Goldschatz der Skythen in der Ermitage (Leningrad; Prague 1970).
Mozolewski, M., Tolstaya Mogila (Kiev 1979).
Iljinskaja, V. A./Terenozhkin, A. I., Skifiya VII-IV centuries BC (Kyiv 1983).
Reeder, Ellen D. (ed.), Scythian Gold. The treasures from ancient Ukraine (New York 1999).
Rolle, Renate, Totenkult der Skythen I–II. Das Steppengebiet. Vorgeschichtliche Forschungen 18 (Berlin 1979).
Rolle, Renate (ed.), Gold der Steppe. Archäologie der Ukraine (Neumünster 1991).
Rolle, Renate/Murzin, Vjačeslav Ju./Alekseev, Andrej Ju. Königskurgan Čertomlyk. Ein
skythischer Grabhügel des 4. vorchristlichen Jahrhunderts. Hamburger Forschungen zur
Archäologie 1 (Mainz 1998).

In the last decades, the identification of gender roles in past societies has come more and
more into attention to archaeological research. Referring to modern sociology and to ethnographical study’s, it has been recognized, that roles in society cannot be restricted simply
to special persons based on their sex, but that roles can also be combined with a special
gender-picture, that often deviates extremely from our established modern day habits.
The pry open of old models has done a lot for creating a different view of gender relations
in the distant past: Stereotypes like the “male Warrior lord” or the “good housewife”, as
representations of sex-based activity spheres, are relicts of past research opinions or at
least open to new challenges. Beyond that, the old method of “graves as mirrors of daily
life” has cracked, and burials are nowadays nor only the places of rest for the dead, but
also a place of social performance and communication with the afterlife. Still, although
much has been done, some problems remain. The planned paper will focus on one of these
issues, namely the assumption, that gender roles, especially those connected to social
functions, were a full-time business. In contrast to this presumption, ethnographic studies
show that especially religious gender roles can only be part-time or situational, that they
can be adopted for a while and then be discarded from the purse of the social persona. But
how are those temporary roles perceived by the society? Are they connected with material
culture and is this phenomenon traceable by archaeological science?
The planned paper will try to give some answers, using ethnographic sources for the
cross-gender religious specialists in Siberian shamanism and contrasting them with established archaeological interpretations, focusing eneolithic and early Bronze Age burials in
middle Europe.

There are numerous burials exhibiting individuals with associated zoomorphic characteristics, that have been discovered in Europe dating to the Mesolithic and Neolithic time
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Anthropomorphic motifs on statue-menhirs, menhir-stelae and orthostats: male, female or beyond
gender?

2
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In western and central Europe occur regularly anthropomorphic designs on standing
stones either in form of megalith grave orthostats or as free standing statue-menhirs and
menhir-stelae. Sometimes, the engravings and reliefs include explicit sex markers like
breasts or phalli. In other cases, just jewellery, weapons, tools and garment components
had been depicted.
Since the beginning of their exploration, anthropomorphic designs showing jewellery are
mostly interpreted as female, and those carrying weapons as male, even when lacking
primary sex characteristics. Thus, a circular argument arises: is the anthropomorph seen
as female/male because of our contemporary interpretation of gender markers, or do we
really recognize the same gender markers as the artists?
All over Europe, six different anthropomorphic motifs which differ in temporal and special
distribution may be distinguished on megalithic monuments. Additionally, one special motif
which is taken traditionally as marker for a female, sometimes even divine figure (the Great
Goddess, Eye Goddess or Dolmen Goddess) appears constantly accompanied with weapons. In contrast to an interpretation as dual divine male-female ambiguity, an international
comparison of the contexts redirects more likely to a representation of a body armour or
buckler.
Therefore, a profound amount of empirical evidence in the archaeological record is still the
best fundament to substantiate gender interpretations of prehistoric depictions apart from
our contemporary attitudes.

Kick off Discussion on Gender and Environment
FRI
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CRC 1266, Christian-Albrechts-University, Kiel, Germany
Johanna-Mestorf-Academy, Christian-Albrechts-University, Kiel, Germany

Instead of a lecture we would like to open the discussion about the topic “gender and
environment”. Most studies on Gender Archaeology have topics about the gender identities within societal communities based on cemetery analyses. In contrast, topics related to
space, environment and landscape are seldom taken up in research projects.
Starting point of the open discussion are following question and hypotheses:
• Are there different ways of perceiving landscapes for different gender?
• Are these different ways of perceiving landscapes leading to physical manifestations?
• Are these different ways recognisable by archaeological artefacts or features?
Hypothesis 1: There are different ways of perceiving landscapes but we are not able to
recognise them based on the archaeological information.
Hypothesis 2: There are different ways of perceiving landscapes in the past and in the
present, but our own perspective blocks the view to past landscapes so we cannot recognise them.
Hypothesis 3: There are different ways of perceiving landscapes in the past and we should
learn to look for fine traces of them with new archaeological methods

Ana M. Vale
CITCEM – University of Porto, Portugal

The construction of space and gender in archaeology
Departement of History, Art and Archaeology, University Rennes 2, Rennes, France

Art and Gender. The case study of enamelling in continental Europe (4th–2nd century BC)
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4th century BC works of art from the Swiss plateau and the south-east of Germany are characterized by the “Waldalgesheim style” (also called style végétal continu/vegetal style)
and the art of enameling. Enamelled objects, mainly torcs and more rarely shields, point
out new high quality burials. This artistic tradition continues with metal belts to the following period. That special classes of jewels and weapons were enamelled with red glass; one
has to admit that art of enamelling was a symbol of outstanding excellence at that time.
Early enamelled objects spatial distribution shows a high concentration in the middle and
upper Rhine valley with a western extension in the French region of Champagne and an
eastern extension in Hungary, whereas in the 3rd century BC, the spatial distribution was
clearly concentrated in Central and Eastern Europe. Anthropological data available from a
few cemeteries, such as Nebringen-Gäufelden (with DNA analyses), Manching-Hundsrücken, Manching-Steinbichel give information about relationships between types of enamelled
objects, persons and family groups to whom these objects were intended. To regard enamelled objects as status symbols gives an opportunity to reconsider the role assigned to
some women and men in the 4th and 3rd centuries BC in continental Europe.
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Virginie Defente

The design of space, and how it is defined, lived in, understood or contested, is related to
gender. In the past, as today, gender was and is meaningful in the construction and experience of space, and in the organization and production of space. However, it should be
asked, how deep are the gender categories that the traditional western world has defined
in the archaeological narratives?
This paper will specifically address the case of Iberian Late Neolithic enclosures, which
emerge from a collective and continuous construction of space, from ambiguous structures
that are not related to a defined and stable function, and from a creative design that places
both architecture and material culture in a relationship where the fragmentary character
of the materials plays an important role. In this line of thinking, could gender roles in the
Iberian Late Neolithic be seen in a more ambiguous light, although emphasising the importance of the group? And could the fragmented character of things be related with the
precarious human condition, made up of bits and pieces?
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The Neolithic was a transitional time in human history with changes affecting ways of
thinking and the modes of living. The way people conceptualized and transmitted ideas
must, too, have required a revolution in how people organized themselves, their activities
and lifeways. One’s identity, social class, and skillset determined the rhythms of daily life.
Gender studies offers yet another lens into this important look at communities. New methods for exploring fingerprints afford us opportunities for greater nuance.
Archaeological research shows that ancient communities shared technological traditions
and preserved knowledge through generations while new changes occurred. Despite the
evidence, however, our knowledge regarding how skills and knowledge were passed on
through generations remains limited. New methods for exploring fingerprints provide us
opportunities for extending our knowledge on this subject. By analysing a fingerprint, archaeologists can determine age and sex. And, since the ceramic is handmade, we often find
fingerprints embossed on the surface. This is the method that I will be exploring to understand not only gender relationships in the Neolithic better, but also the specifics of identity,
gender, age, and the production of the ceramic arts.
This study aims to look at the entangled relationship between people and things made of
clay and how this changed in the 7th and 6th millennia BC in Anatolia. I plan to investigate
whether specific groups of adults, either female or male, were involved in the production of
such objects and whether a systematic methodology of knowledge transmission to children/adolescents and members of the following generation existed. Regardless, learning
must have been an inseparable part of the child playtime; clay is known to have been used
for the production of toys. Fingerprint analysis provides the perfect means through which
this hypothesis can be tested and sex and ages can be identified..

Labour organisation between foraging and farming: 2 separate worlds?
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Shaping Clay, Transmission of Knowledge: Division of Labour in the 7th and 6th Millennia in
Western Anatolia

Rouhollah Yousefi Zoshk1, Sanaz Zarghami2 and Saeed Baghizadeh2
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The Gender Division of Labour during the Proto Elamite Period in Late 4th Millennium Iran
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In recent decade, the Proto Elamite period of the late 4th millennium BC in Iran has been the
subject of considerable research by archaeologists. Interests in and interpretations of this
period have focused on its credential as early state and pastoral nomadic society. One of the
most important characteristics of the Proto Elamite socio-political structure is the way the
force of labour is being administrate which has been reflected in numerous seal impressions
and in particular clay tablets. One of the most interesting aspects of studying the proto
Elamite clay tablets is gender division of labour. The way work is divided between men and
women according to their gender is usually referred to as gender division of labour. This
labour division according to the gender is reflected in many clay tablets dog out all across
Iran. In this article, we first present a brief historical background on the study of this period,
followed by a critical review of common believes about the nature of Proto Elamite period
that has had significant impacts on current directions of research and understanding of the
late fourth millennium in Iran. Finally, we suggest a new research avenue currently being
tentatively explored by the authors that may be especially appropriate for developing our
understandings of gender division of labour at the eve of history in Iranian Plateau.

The beginning of the Neolithic is the time period of the establishment of farming, a new
economic strategy with far reaching socio-cultural implications. For northern Germany and
Denmark, we reconstruct a stepwise development in plant economy, an onset with intensive agriculture in the Early Neolithic and, with an offset, the full establishment of crop
growing defined as extensive agriculture. The extensification is significantly driven by the
technological innovation of the ard, in particular the animal draught ard that on a regular
basis was in use since the Middle Neolithic.
Do these changes and innovations go along with new ways of labor organization? Who is
involved in what task? Are the different tasks gendered? How can we identify it in the archaeological record? Do ethnoarchaeological studies help to gain an understanding of how
things worked out in the past?
The discussions of these aspects show a high relevance of gender constructions in archaeological/anthropological theory building, often based on 19th century Victorian dualistic
ascriptions to men and women, being picked up e.g. by Sahlins (1963) and continued with
Sherrrats (1981) idea of “male agriculture”. The focus was then shifted by feminists to
female matters then elevating women as conscious actors and innovative motors for plant
domestication (e.g. Watson/Kennedy 1998). Recent studies on inequality and wealth transmission of hunter-gatherers, horticulturalists and agriculturalists add a new perspective to
gain a better understanding of past power relations (Smith et al. 2010).
Based on this review the following assumption emerges: The extensification of agriculture
can be the start of labor specialization: there is need for an individual with highly specialized knowledge, access to trained draught animals and to the ard that might be in communal or individual ownership. In other words, the empowerment of the individual operator of
the team of cattle/oxen and ard is setting the stage for a social stratification of the Neolithic
societies in the North.
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Change and continuity: gender and flint knapping activities during the Neolithic of the Paris basin
SAT

10:50

In the Paris basin, flint knapping activities during the early Neolithic (LBK culture – Rubané
– then Villeneuve-Saint-Germain culture) are characterized by several types of productions
and different levels of know-how: blade knapping by indirect percussion, acquisition of rare
or imported raw materials for certain blades, flake knapping mainly produced by hard per-
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cussion. All those data, combined with the identification of some houses or villages dedicated in the production and the distribution of certain products, allow us to envisage that flint
tools productions were made by several social categories: more or less specialized groups
of individuals in particular houses or villages for regular blades productions, individuals
spread in the whole of the settlements for flakes and irregular blades. More largely, the
study of funerary goods in the western LBK shows that regular blades production in rare
raw materials was valorised amongst a few number of male graves while women had
ordinary flakes or irregular tools made with local material. Thus, during this period, it is
possible to think that regular blades knapping was a male activity while the production of
the less regular blades in local flints and of the tools flakes was possibly a female or children activity.
During the first part of middle Neolithic, the regions located in the south and the west of
the Paris basin abandoned blades productions by indirect percussion (Cerny culture) while
others in the northeast continued them (Rössen culture). In the northeast, the division of
knapping activities existing during early Neolithic seems always true. But in the south and
the west, if daily tools were made of flakes probably fabricated by each individual who
needed them, some men were always buried with regular blades, showing that this type
of production stayed a male value, at least in death. This situation will completely change
during the second part of the middle Neolithic (Chassey culture) where, in the funerary
contexts, the blade was rather a woman tool.

Beata Kaczmarek
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, Poland

Children in the Mycenaean workshop. Linear B writing versus grave goods
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The study focus on the following questions: how far we can move with interpretation of
child’s role in the Mycenaean working group? What kind of relations possibly connects
workers in workshop? What are miniature objects found in children graves?
The research is based on comparison of linguistic data with archaeological material. Preliminary studies have shown that children were working next to adults for the Mycenaean
palace, but not only under their supervision. Furthermore, formula of inscriptions suggests
that relations inside the group with working children are not limited to family – we can find
also children working alone and children with status of slave.
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Women Pioneers in Rock Art Research: Mary E. Boyle, Erika Trautmann and Vera C. C. Collum
The early history of the research of cave art, megalithic engravings and parietal art is largely characterized by the well-known publications of Abbé Henri Breuil, Hugo Obermaier, Zacharie Le Rouzic, Herbert Kühn, Franz Altheim and Leo Frobenius. In their works, the women who accompany
and influence them only appear as translators, secretaries, drawers, assistants or photographers
on the sidelines. The active influence which the "accompanists" had on the discovery, interpretation, drawing or publication of the rock art is regularly negated through such passive descriptions.
Three female pioneers who had their own share in the history of parietal art are being introduced
here. Even if their interpretations of the findings do not meet the standard archaeological opinions
of today, their accomplishments alongside those of their colleagues, who were also subjected
to contemporary errors, should not be forgotten. In all three life careers is repeated the lack of
university education that the women could not acquire for various reasons. Nevertheless, they
worked on a par with their peers and clearly expressed their opinions and interpretations. In the
respective generation, even some male colleagues such as Zacharie Le Rouzic or Abbé Breuil had
not been able to pass archaeological studies at university degree. In the same way as their female
associates, Le Rouzic and Abbé Breuil were autodidacts in rock art research, learning about their
subject by studying different museums and by effecting their field research. But because of their
belonging to formal institutions, the publication of their research results was easier so that the
male names go favoured down in the history of parietal art.
Sebastian Knura
Cologne University, Cologne, Germany

Limitation and Opportunities of addressing Sex and Gender in the Context of Roman Archaeology
in peripheral Regions: A theoretical Approach
Assigning sex and/or gender to an individual from an archaeological (grave) context has led to
various discrepancies from both a theoretical and a practical perspective. Can we transfer the recent social concept of the binary opposites male and female into an ancient society? And how can
we possibly come closer to the living reality of an individual by only considering physical remains?
Finally, my core issue is how to get insight in sex (biological) and gender (social) of individuals
from an ancient society.
From an archaeological perspective, the addressing of sex and gender is provided by anthropological, natural scientific and classical archaeological methods. However, the examinations of the
remains of cremation and inhumation funerals, a body’s DNA or the grave goods can often lead to
different results.
The aim of my bachelor thesis is to develop a basic theoretical framework, which will bring these
different approaches together without mistreating or ignoring any of them. I will also focus on
recent results concerning gender in prehistory, especially iron age, as a direct predecessor of
culture in my area of interest.
The framework of this new integrated concept of assigning gender was given by recent goals of
gender studies. We must leave the thought of two opposite genders behind and accept that the
social role of a person will change throughout their lifetime. It is necessary to realize, that archaeological context will differ if we look at the grave of a maid or a crone, a virgo or matrona.
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Gender Transformations in Final Neolithic Central Germany. Sex is not enough – grave goods and
gender
In Burial Archaeology gender-reconstructions of human remains are often based on grave goods.
In research history of Final Neolithic Central Germany (2800–2200 BC) gender specific burial deposition rules are widely accepted. Also, research was done on grave goods, especially on personal
ornaments such as necklaces and pendants to identify possible social classes (age and gender).
For ongoing studies, a re-comparison of 265 Final Neolithic burials was conducted not only to
define the gender through personal ornaments, but also to include the sex of human remains. This
inclusion makes it possible to search for a correlation of the identified sex, the gender and the
grave goods. The results of previous research can be confirmed, demonstrating that specific grave
goods are dedicated to specific age and gender classes. However, sufficient data are only available
for 145 cases (out of 265). This limited number leads to the questions if it is valid to apply these
formulated rules for gender reconstruction of individuals with unknown sex and how can we explain burials with deviant sex and gender?
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Singen revisited. Mobility Pattern, Gender Identity and Cultural Network in Early Bronze Age
Central Europe
Because of a rich variety of metal objects, the cemetery of Singen (dist. Konstanz, Baden-Württemberg, Germany) is interpreted commonly as one important site in the Early Bronze Age network in
the southern area of Central Europe, where cultural influences came in and spread out. The material includes local and regional types as well as objects from far away like a faience bead or the
so called Atlantic daggers. Also the burial rites demonstrate influences from different directions.
Those results were reasons enough to re-analyse the material of Singen as one case study in the
research project “life course reconstruction of mobile individuals in sedentary societies in Bronze
and Iron Age Central Europe” (BMBF-funded 2008-11). The project included an archaeological
integration analysis of the material first at the individual level with the question how much foreign,
regional and local marks show each grave, divided in different age and gender groups. In comparison to the known social-archaeological and physical anthropological data and especially to the new
archaeometric isotope results it was possible to define social groups with different (inter)cultural
expressions. The final discussion is focused to particular possibilities of those social groups to
influence the cultural identity of the Singen community.

28

Kieler Brauerei

Central Train Station

29

30

Design: Carsten Reckweg

Organised by
CRC 1266 “Scales of Transformation”
Kiel University
www.sfb1266.uni-kiel.de
Contact: Julia Koch
jkoch@sfb1266.uni-kiel.de

