Vortrag
Archäologisches Kolloquium

Das Institut für Ur- und Frühgeschichte, Kiel,
lädt im Rahmen des Archäologischen Kolloquiums
zu folgendem Vortrag mit anschließender Diskussion ein:

Frau Dr. Bettina Schulz Paulsson, Göteborg,
spricht zum Thema:

Symbolic transmission and intercultural maritime exchange
in megalithic Europe (4500–2500 cal BC)
Recent research into megalithic mobility reveals that the rise of long-distance maritime journeys proceeded in Europe much earlier than hitherto proposed. Temporality
and coastal setting of the megaliths, the circulation of green stone artefacts and the
depiction of maritime symbols as boats and sea mammals along the Atlantic coasts emphasize the maritime linkage of these societies and a developed maritime technology.
Most of the ~35´000 still existing European megaliths, which include megalithic
tombs, standing stones, stone circles, alignments, and megalithic buildings or temples,
were constructed during the Neolithic and the Copper Ages and are located along the
Atlantic and the Mediterranean coast. From several hundreds of these megaliths, especially from Brittany, Andalusia, Portugal, Galicia, Catalonia, Sardinia, the Maltese
archipelago, Ireland and Scotland are paintings and engravings known, both with
simple symbols and figurative depictions. Some are combined to form complex symbolic systems and identical motifs and symbol groups can be found separated by long
distances. The transfer of symbol packages between the regions indicates cultural
interactions in all its variety from travels to population migrations, the transmission
of a similar cosmological worldview and a shared symbolic identity.
This paper presents selected outcomes of the “Symbol and Stone” project on the
megalithic art in Europe in order to analyze and explain how inter-cultural maritime
exchange between prehistoric societies (~4500-2500 cal BC) shaped megalithic art,
and to theorize and interpret the significance and function of these images.
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